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December 2007
I will bring them to my holy hill and give then joy in my house of prayer.

Isaiah 56:7

	Beit Mery Hermitage Newsletter
Wishing you and yours blessings in this Christmas Season!
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Light in the Midst of Darkness

	Why do we celebrate Christ’s birth in December?  Well, as we know, it is not because Jesus was born in December.  The truth is that we do not really know what time of year Jesus was born.  Historically the most probable time of his birth was in the spring.    The Church decided to celebrate Jesus’ birth in winter.  But why?

The celebration of Christmas in December has its origins in the non-Judeo-Christian religious celebrations of the winter solstice.  The days get shorter and the nights get longer in the Northern Hemisphere until about the 22nd of December.  The celebration of the winter solstice was a celebration of faith and hope that the days would get longer and spring would come again.  That the light that had waned would return.

The church recognized that the birth of the Christ was the event that that brought hope to the world.  Jesus, not the sun, is the light of the world.

(John 1:1 –9) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.   All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

Jesus came to testify to the light.  While we were in darkness.  Christmas was not placed on the winter solstice (the day when there is the least light); it is celebrated on the first day that there is slightly more light than at the darkest day of the year.  Jesus is the fulfillment of the hope of the non-Christians.  Jesus is the light that comes into a world of darkness and brings light.  Nothing that we can do, that the world can do, can extinguish the light.  No matter how dark it is, Jesus is the light that enlightens our darkness. 

John 8:12 (NRSV) Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life."

John 9:5 (NRSV) As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

We celebrate the incarnation of Jesus, the feast of Christmas, 

· Let us look at the Nativity story to see if we can discover what the church is trying to tell us about Jesus.  First, he was born in a stable.  We think that is unusual but the reality is that it was  an ordinary occurrence.   When people went to another town, they camped out.  In fact, they were fortunate to have the shelter of a stable.    The unusual thing was that Jesus, the messiah, the Savior, the King, was born in these ordinary circumstances.  The people were looking for the king to come in royal regalia.  Jesus came in the most ordinary of ways.  But, what difference does it make if Jesus was born into very ordinary circumstance, if it does not say something about our own lives.  

· The feast of Christmas is about recognizing the CHRIST who is the light who enters our darkness and is not overcome by it, and comes in very ordinary ways.



	The Year in Review
Sister Alice St. Hilaire, SP discerned during her retreat that it was time for her to leave the hermitage governing council .  About the same time Jinny Leach discerned that it was time for her to step down as secretary. We were blessed to have had both of them on the advisory council since the beginning of the incorporation of the hermitage in 2001.  Carol Grava stayed on as treasurer. Kay Seitz appeared at about the same time and was interested in becoming a part of the Beit Mery Hermitage project.  She willingly took over the job of secretary.  
Over the Pentecost weekend several things happened.  A sister from the Philippines asked to come to Beit Mery but due to homeland security rules she could not come.  At the same time Valerie Means a long time friend of Sr. Jan was asking God about the direction for her life.  Pentecost Tuesday Val got her answer by the way of a reduction in force at her office.  Apparently the answer was “Not what you are doing.”  She had been considering the eremitic life for many years and was waiting for retirement to make her decision.  At the time she was a consecrated virgin for the Baltimore Archdiocese.  She visited in July and moved here in October lock, stock, and MANY barrels.  Val was recently elected vice-president.

During the Fall we had an expansion of the surveyed area to provide information needed to accommodate a second residential hermitage,  and we applied for and received an address designation based on the location of our driveway.

In this coming year we will be finalizing the architectural schematics for the hermitage complex which will include two residential hermitages, four guest hermitages, a common house, and chapel.  We will apply for the conditional use permit so that we can begin in earnest fund-raising for the project.  



	In Memory
	And Anticipation
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	We have lost a natural contemplative … our gentle Theo …

But also we will soon welcome to Beit Mery Hermitage another furry critter …
	From among Bonnie’s pups.

We move from the old year into the new.  We strive to always move forward … closer to God till we meet God face to face.


Val’s Great Adventure
One day recently Sr. Jan asked me to go up to the future Beit Mery site to put up stakes and surveyors tape to indicate the location of the entrance of the road into the site.  As I climbed higher the road disappeared for the most part.  The snow was covering the road much of the way.  Basically I went up the wrong road and got a beautiful snow-filled view all around the area.  God is such a wonderful landscape artist.  Eventually I turned around and headed back down.  Then I found the right road but my Hyundai Elantra gave up.  It had encountered a rut or something else that it could not handle.  Backing up and staying on a curving road is not exactly easy.  A few days later I went up with Sr. Jan.  I could have walked another hundred feet or so and I would have found the spot.  However driving a stake into the ground was not easy.  I ended up using a hammer … Hmm.  If I had a hammer, I’d hammer in the morning …
For me prayer is mixed in with song.  Even when I am praying the office silently I can hear music in my head and in my heart.  



	Beit Mery Hermitage 

509-576-0931

hermitage@beitmery.org

Beit Mery Hermitage is a 
501 C3 Non-Profit Corporation

All contributions are tax deductible.

Please send donations to:

Beit Mery Hermitage

c/o Carol Grava
215 S. 45th Avenue

Yakima, WA 98908
	


